
Dear CAMS Families, 
 
Thank you for your continued support of Carmen Arace Middle School!  
  
There are approximately 25 days until Smarter Balanced testing and we will 
need your help and support once again in preparation for this very important 
assessment. We will need the following: 

  
 Ensure attendance each day  

 Check homework 

 Be in frequent contact with teachers regarding your  
 child’s academic and behavioral standing 

  
The third academic term closed on April 1. Please stress with your child the im-
portance of focusing in class, completing homework assignments, staying for 
extra help in challenging classes and following school policy.   
  
The Early Start Program (summer school) will be in session July 11-29, 2022. 

More details will be forthcoming. 

Thank you for your continued support and commitment to improving the lives’ of 

our children.  

 Always in support of student achievement! 

 
Dr. Trevor L. Ellis, Principal 

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 

A MESSAGE FROM THE GUIDANCE OFFICE 

Happy Spring!   
 
We recently held our Honor Roll assemblies for students 
to recognize those students who achieved GPAs of 
3.00 and higher in the first and second marking period.  The 

3
rd

 marking period closed on April 1
st
, and we’re looking forward to seeing 

more students to recognize at our next assemblies.   
 
On April 6

th
, our 8

th
 grade students will visit Bloomfield High School 

to tour and hear about all that Bloomfield High has to offer.  Parents 
will be invited to attend a meeting at Bloomfield High on April 7

th
 to 

hear from staff and students, as well as have the opportunity to have their 
questions answered.   
 
Stay Healthy! 

         Ms. Goldman, Ms. Glenney 
   Miss Broxton 

CARMEN ARACE MIDDLE SCHOOL 
  

IMPORTANT DATES &       

UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

 

 

April 11-15 Spring Recess 

(Schools Closed) 

April 15—Good Friday   

(Schools/Offices Closed)  

April 20-Professional Devel-

opment—Early Dismissal 

April 21— PTO Meeting        

6:00 P.M.  (Virtual) 

 

 

SCHOOL HOURS: 

Regular day                             

8:05 A.M.-2:50 P.M. 

Early Dismissal                       

8:05 A.M.—12:50 P.M. 

 

390 Park Avenue 

Bloomfield, CT  06002 

Office:  860-286-2622 

Guidance:  860-286-2648 

Fax:  860-242-0347 

Nurse:  860-286-2638 

www.bloomfieldschools.org 

Trevor  L.. Ellis,  Ed.D., Principal 
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7th grade teachers would like to remind families to:  
Encourage students to read at home for 20 minutes per day.  Check Powerschool often to monitor grades.  Remind students to be on their best behavior at school. 

—————————————————————————————————————————————–———————————————————— 

Literacy: Mrs. Parker and Ms. Tarbox:  7th grade Language Arts classes are completing our African American Hero Project with class presentations, and we are 
transitioning into lessons that focus on National Poetry Month to develop in our students an appreciation of the power and beauty of poetry.  Additionally, we are 
continuing to prepare our students for the SBAC “High Stakes” Assessment in May for which we will be planning tasks and skills lessons based on areas of need as 
identified by our district i-Ready Benchmark Reading Assessments. We are pleased with the growth that we see in our students and look forward to continuing the 

learning journey on which we are all embarked.    We ELA teachers can be reached at pparker@blmfld.org and mtarbox@blmfld.org 
 
Numeracy: Ms. Evans and Mr. Semanie: As we reach the end of the quarter  we are finishing  working with percentages and applying the information to real 
world situations. We will transition into working on geometry involving finding the measure of angles and angle relationships. The students will be able to identi-
fy different angles and using the geometric vocabulary apply their knowledge to find missing values. The students will also be able to analyze real world word prob-
lems and create equations to aid in answering the questions posed to them. We will continue to strengthen skills needed to work with positive and negative rational 
numbers as we strive to master all skills. Mrs. Evans, Mr. Semanie and Mr. Foote would like to recognize the continued hard work put in by our students as they 

continue to improve their math skills.  Please contact us at cevans@blmfld.org and tsemanie@blmfld.org 
 
Social Studies: Ms. Calabro and Mr. Taylor:  Social Studies classes have been sharpening our literacy skills using close reading strategies as we explore 
the physical and human geography of Africa. Students practiced research skills through completing a mini-project on the folklore of North and West Africa. We are 
excited to complete a week-long performance task on Africa's clean water crisis coming up next! We continue to enjoy working with our students and seeing their 
academic growth and global citizen mindset! hcalabro@blmfld.org and ataylor@blmfld.org 

Science: Ms. Andrus and Ms. Smith:  In 7th Grade Science, our students are investigating human impacts while studying topics in environmental sci-
ence.  Over the last couple of weeks we have been exploring climate change causes and effects. We created models of the greenhouse effect, analyzed climate 
change data, and explored the melting ice caps and rising sea levels using data from google Earth. This week and next week we are investigating climate change 
solutions including renewable energy sources and learning how solar panels and wind turbines work, in order to prepare for our final project in unit 3, where stu-

dents will be designing their own carbon neutral homes. Please contact us at ekuzmeskus@blmfld.org and clsmith@blmfld.org 
 
7th and 8th grade Resource Classes: In the 7th Grade Resource Math class, the students are currently working on dividing multi-digit numbers using the 
standard algorithm before they move on to operations with decimals.  The next Go Math unit will focus on representing ratios and rates.  Their Math homework is 
any class work not completed that day.  In the 7th grade Resource ELA class, the students continue to work on reading comprehension, vocabulary, 
spelling and grammar skills.  The class focuses on different grammar skills each day, and then we read a chapter aloud from the novel The Cay by Theodore 
Taylor.  When done, the students complete comprehension questions to the chapter after using Cloze reading strategies to cite the correct information for each 
question.  Their ELA homework is any class work not completed that day.  The 7th grade Science/Social Studies Resource Support classes offer students the 
chance to make up any work or receive any extra help on their ELA, Math, Science, and Social Studies assignments that day. mnahas@blmfld.org and 
lgrier@blmfld.org 

Please contact me at mnahas@blmfld.org 
 
Special Education Inclusion: Students are being supported in their general education Math and ELA  classes.  During these class times it is 
ensured that students understand the content and complete assignments. In addition, individual students are supported during Periods 3 and 5 with 
a focus on specific skills to reinforce content from their general education classes.  We are currently concentrating on vocabulary plus definitions 
and usage, as well as revisiting multi-digit computation and word-based problems. The special education teacher can be reached at 
lgrier@blmfld.org 

Literacy-Ms. Bunting/Ms. Morris: 
Students have been reading, discussing, and producing projects related to racial injustice and Black history. After 
reading, "President Obama's Remarks on Trayvon Martin Ruling" followed by documentaries regarding Trayvon 
Martin, students are composing an argumentative essay. Students will be expected to organize ideas logically, 
use transitional language, provide opposing arguments, and cite evidence to support a claim (thesis). 
 
Numeracy-Ms. Murray/Ms. Willis/Mr. Martey:  
Students are completing Unit 4: Linear Relationships with a unit test. We will start Unit 5 Functions, after assess-
ments are complete. The students will learn  that functions can be described and analyzed by using equations, 
tables and graphs. 
 
Social Studies-Ms. Bleiler/Mr. McCormack:  
In Social Studies, we have concluded our study of the Revolutionary War. Students honored Women’s History 
Month by creating a presentation on a woman of history from past or present. Our next unit of learning will be on 
the establishment of the United States Government. Students will analyze the Constitution, as well as  compare 
and contrast our branches of government. 
 
Science-Ms. Gionfriddo/Ms. Einhorn: 

We have begun the Astronomy Unit, more specifically, learning about the motions and features of Earth, Moon, 
and Sun.  Students will complete various writing assignments regarding the topic of Astronomy, for example, de-
scribing seasons based on geography. The third quarter ends April 1st , please continue to support and encour-
age your child during the final quarter of the year. 

TEAM COLUMBIA—GRADE 7 

   TEAM HOWARD-GRADE 8 
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“EVERY 

GREAT 

DREAM 

BEGINS 

WITH A 

DREAMER.  

ALWAYS 

REMEMBER 

YOU HAVE 

WITHIN YOU 

THE 

STRENGTH, 

THE 

PATIENCE, 

AND THE 

PASSION TO 

REACH FOR 

THE STARS 

TO CHANGE 

THE 

WORLD.” 

HARRIET 

TUBMAN 
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Be your best 
Aim for success 
Never give up 
Demand excellence 

 

 
PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDAR!  JUNE 2, 2022, 6:00 P.M., SPRING CON-
CERT….The 7

th
 and 8

th
 grade band and chorus members are preparing for their 

first performance in two years on Thursday, June 2
nd

 at 6:00 P.M. The concert 
will take place outside in the field next to Leisure Services, across the parking lot 
from Carmen Arace. Students are being asked to report to Carmen Arace at 
5:15 P.M. to prepare for the performance. More information will be coming 
home with your student soon!  
 
All 7

th
 and 8

th
 grade General Music classes are working on the ukulele or guitar in 

each class.  Students are encouraged to keep nails on the left hand fingers short 
(if possible) to make playing the guitar and ukulele easier. 
 
 

     Miss. Jones and  Ms. Crimi 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION: 
Physical Education is on round 4 of our fitness testing. We are having students use their own data 
to create their own goals for each test. The students are showing improvements on all of their 
tests up to this point. A lot of what it takes to get them to reach their goal is that "CONNECTION" 

we have with our students. We find a way for each individual to meet their goals with physical fitness. Truth, 
they are teaching us some things too!!!! Mr. Poland and Mr. Michaud 
 

VISUAL ARTS: 
In Mrs. Wasko's art classes, as Spring approaches, Mrs. Wasko's 7th grade students are exploring color families 
and the 'moods' they evoke in viewers. Artists have chosen images under the Disney umbrella of characters, environ-
ments, and symbols to create an acrylic painting on canvas. The palette of each project must fall under the constraint 
of a chosen color family...allowing for students to 'think outside the box' of what colors they images can be.  8th Grade 
students are finishing up their Candy paintings using measurement and ratio, and will be moving on to an oil pastel 
project that will be just as 'delicious'!  We will be introduced to the artist Wayne Theibaud and his use of shadow, 

scrumptious color palettes, and how to shine a spotlight on the subjects of your work using compostion. 
 
 
In Mr. Spencer’s classes, Students will be creating art to develop a better understanding of the pro-
cess of multi-layered, mixed media for galaxy paintings. Our focus will be on the style, and characteristics 
of galaxies as a means of capturing outer space moments. We will use a variety of painting techniques 

done in a sequenced process. Students will be using the design elements and design principles as visual characteris-
tics to create art, a variety of art media; influenced by the art of a variety of Galaxy painters and Impressionistic artists: 
Claude Monet, Auguste Renoir, Henry O. Tanner, Georges Seurat, and Vincent VanGogh, and how their drawings, 
paintings, and prints cause different effects and evokes different personal responses.  Students will also be able to use 
similar color, color values, drawing, printmaking, and painting techniques in a variety of media to communicate their 
interpretations of galaxies. 
                   

     Ms. Wasko and Mr. Spencer 

 UNIFIED ARTS HAPPENINGS—PHYSICAL EDUCATION & VISUAL ARTS 

CARMEN ARACE MIDDLE SCHOOL 
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 UNIFIED ARTS HAPPENINGS—BAND & CHORUS 
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PTO NEWS  

Our Mission  

Enrich the education of all Carmen Arace students and to build community within  

the Carmen Arace School family. 

 

Save the PTO Dates 

 

Thursdays at 6:00 P.M. (Virtual) 

 

April 21, 2022 
               

May 19, 2022   

                   
 

Contact us at AracePTO@yahoo.com. or PTO mailbox in the school office. 

MAKING COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS—NURSE NEWS 

 
It is imperative that staff, students and families remain vigilant in 
adhering to health and safety protocols: 
 
 Wear a face mask at all times.  
 Watch your distance. Practice physical distancing  
 Wash your hands often.  
 Cover your coughs.   
 Get your flu shot if you have not done so already. 
 Have an outlet – encourage physical activity. 
 Deal with anxiety, anger and frustration by having kids talk to a 

trusted confidant.  
 
 
 

 
 

Latoya Lewis RN, MSN  
Arace School  
860-286-2638 
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